
 
Waterford Early Reading Program and the 

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) 
 

Waterford Early Reading Program is a comprehensive, research-based curriculum that teaches children how to read, write, and keyboard.  Based on 
solid research, the program provides instruction, practice and evaluation in all the areas tested on the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy 
Skills (DIBELS). 
 
Below are exemplary activities from Waterford Early Reading Program that support each of the essentials of DIBELS. 
 
Letter Naming Fluency: 
 
Level One:  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Letter Automaticity>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Letter Group Recognition>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Post-assessment>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Capital Letters>Choose Letter Mastery>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Lowercase Letters>Choose Letter Mastery>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Review>Choose Letter Group>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Assessment>Choose Assessment>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Capital Letters>Choose Letter Recognition>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Capital Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Review>Choose Letter Recognition>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Letter Automaticity >Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Letter Group>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Assessment>Choose Post-assessment>Choose Activity   
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Capital Letters>Choose Letter Mastery>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Lowercase Letters>Choose Letter Mastery>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Mastery>Review>Choose Letter Group>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Assessment>Choose Assessment>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Capital Letters>Choose Letter Recognition>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Lowercase Letters First>Letter Name Recognition>Review>Choose Letter Recognition>Choose Activity  
Activities>Songs>ABC Song>Choose Version 
Activities>Songs>Consonants 
Activities>Songs>Old MacDonald’s Vowel Song  
 
Level Two: 

Activities>Song>Consonants 
Activities>Song>Old MacDonald’s Vowel Song 
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Initial Sounds Fluency: 
 
Level One:  
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound> Initial Sound Instruction>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound> Initial Sound Post-Assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound> Initial Sound Practice>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound> Initial Sound Pre-Assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Segmentation>Phoneme Position Instruction>Where is the Sound?>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Blend Decodable Words>Choose Lesson>Choose Activity  
Activities>Songs>Picture Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Scientist Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Show and Tell Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Tongue Twister Sound Song 
 
Level Two: 
Activities>Songs>Picture Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Scientist Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Show and Tell Sound Song 
Activities>Songs>Tongue Twister Sound Song 
Lessons>Phonics>Letter Sounds>Identification>Choose Sound Room 
Lessons>Phonics>Letter Sounds>Identification>Choose Letter Sound Screening 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Blending>Choose Lesson>Choose Spell and Blend 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Blending>Choose Lesson>Choose Word Blending 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Blending>Choose Lesson>Choose Word Pattern Instruction 
 
Phonemic Segmentation Fluency: 
 

Level One: 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Segmentation>Phoneme Position Instruction>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Segmentation>Phoneme Pre-assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Segmentation>Phoneme Segmentation Practice>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Segmentation>Phoneme Segmentation Post-Assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blend and Order Phonemes>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blend Individual Phonemes>Choose Activity 
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Phonemic Segmentation Fluency Level One (cont.): 
 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blend Onset/Rimes Practice>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blend Post Assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blending Practice>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Blending Pre-assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Blending>Identify Words by Blending Phonemes>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Final Sound>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound Pre-assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound Instruction>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound Practice>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Initial Sound Post-assessment>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Addition>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Deletion>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Manipulation>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Substitution>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Blend Decodable Words>Choose Lesson>Choose Activity  
 
Level Two: 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Blending>Choose Lesson>Choose Spell and Blend 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Blending>Choose Lesson>Choose Word Blending 
 
Nonsense Word Fluency: 
 

Level One:  
Lessons>Phonological Awareness>Phoneme Manipulation>Barnyard Bash>Choose 1-5 
 
Level Two: 
Lessons>Phonics>Pattern Words>Word Building>Choose Unit>Word Construction 
 
Lesson Three: 
Lessons>Phonics>Word Recognition>Practice>Choose Lesson>Choose Readable Wordplay 
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Word Use Fluency: 
 
Level One: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Vocabulary>Read With Me>Choose Title>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Vocabulary>Sing A Rhyme>Choose Title>Choose Activity  
Lessons>Phonics>Power Words>Choose Word>Power Word Practice 
 
Level Two:  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Choose Title>Choose Book*  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>Choose Title>Choose Book*  
Lessons>Phonics>Power Words>Identify Power Words>Choose Word>Choose Activity 
 
Level Three: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Vocabulary>Choose Title>Choose Book*  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Choose Title>Choose Book*  
Lessons>Phonics>Record Readables>Choose Lesson>Choose Book*  
 
*Students will click on words in reading passage 
 
Oral Reading Fluency: 
 
Level One: 
Activities>Song>Choose Song (Except any “ABC Song” or any “Sound Song”)  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Choose Story>Choose Song   
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Read with Me>Choose Title>Choose Book  
Lessons>Language Concepts>Print Conventions>Print Directionality>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Language Concepts>Print Conventions>Print Concepts>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Language Concepts>Phonics>Decodable Books>Choose Title>Choose Book  
 
Level Two: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Read-Along Books>Choose Title>Choose Book  
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Traditional Tales>Choose Title>Choose Book  
Lessons>Phonics>Readables>Introduction to the Readable>Choose Lesson>Choose Readable  
Lessons>Phonics>Readables>Read the Readable>Choose Title>Choose Book  
Lessons>Phonics>Readables>Record the Readable>Choose Title>Choose Book  
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Oral Reading Fluency (cont.): 
 

Level Three: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Choose Title>Choose Book  
Lessons>Fluency>Comprehension>Choose Title>Choose Activity (Listen to Student Recording in Manage Curriculum Drawer) 
Lessons>Fluency>Expression>Instruction>Choose Skill>Choose Activity 
Lessons>Fluency>Expression>Practice and Record>Choose Skill>Choose Instruction 
Lessons>Fluency>Expression>Practice and Record>Choose Skill>Choose Practice 
Lessons>Fluency>Speed>Choose Title>Choose Fluency Activity 
Lessons>Phonics>Lesson Introductions>Choose Lesson>Choose Readable  
Lessons>Phonics>Record Readables>Choose Lesson>Choose Book  
 

Retell Fluency: 
 

Level One: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Choose Title>Choose Missing Pictures 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Choose Title>Choose What Comes Next? 
Lessons>Language Concepts>Readiness Skills>Memorization Skills>Choose Activity 
 

Level Two: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>In the Rain>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Little Monkey>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Shell Houses>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Garden Visitors>Sum Up: The 5 Ws 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Lumpy Mush>Sum Up: The 5 Ws 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>The Germs>Sum Up: The 5 Ws 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>My Super Sticky Sandwich>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Lost Socks>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Moving Day>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Play Ball>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>Seeing Fingers>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>The Alligator in the Library>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>The Watermelon Seed>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Read-Along Books>What is a Cloud?>Find an Answer 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>Mr. Lucky Straw>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>The Gingerbread Man >Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>The Three Little Pigs>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>The Three Wishes>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>The Shoemaker and the Elves>Sum Up: The 5 Ws 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Traditional Tales>The Magic Porridge Pot>Recall Details 
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Retell Fluency Level Two (cont.): 
 
Level Three: 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Great White Bird>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Lorenzo’s Llama>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Noise? What Noise?>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Story Cloth>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Sweater>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Turtle’s Pond>Sum Up: Remember Order 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Elephant Upstairs>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>How Rivers Began>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Pencil Magic>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Reaching Above>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Bee’s Secret>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Courage to Learn>Map the Story 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Story of Tong and Mai Nhia>Compare Characters 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Talking Lizard>Compare Characters 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>The Weather on Blackberry Lane>Compare Characters 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>What If You Were an Octopus?>Compare Characters 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Why Wind and Water Fight>Compare Characters 
Lessons>Comprehension and Vocabulary>Comprehension>Winter Snoozers>Compare Characters 
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